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Easter Class Assembly


Entrance (pupils walking in) – Church Bells, no words
(Play begins with child 1, child 2 and child 3 standing on marked spaces ready to start)
Gabriel:	Welcome everyone.
Maysa:             Our assembly is about the oldest and the most important Christian festival of Easter.
Olivia:	It is a very important time of the year for Christians.  
Nola:             Some would say it is even more important than Christmas!  It is a sad but also a happy time for Christians. 
Mariella:	Easter lasts for a whole week and during this time Christians remember the events during the last week of Jesus’ life. 
Vishnu:	How can it be happy and sad?	
Olympia:	Why is Easter so important?
Duncan:	What happened during this holy week?
Daniel:	Let’s find out by watching a short play!  
All:                      Sing:  Sing out an Easter Song
Hasan:        Look out for important events because they mark the important days during the holy week of Easter.

(Three children leave the stage. The first power point slide up on board)
Isa:	Ladies and gentlemen, are you ready to learn about the story of easter? I said, are you ready to learn about the story of easter!?
Iro:               It was in Jerusalem a long time ago, For those of you who may not know, 
Emma:          On Palm Sunday Jesus arrived on a donkey,
Timos:                  All over, the crowds gathered to see,
	(6 children enter stage with green branches and stand on marked places)
Bradley :	Jesus came to spread the word of God,
Ivy:           Jesus was healing, praying and being the light of his Lord
	(Jesus enters stage with a donkey.  6 children including both that will speak wave green branches as he walks toward centre stage with his donkey) 
Ellery:      “Welcome Son of God!” they cried in the street
James:        They ran to place palm leaves at his feet
Hazem:	Hosana!  they cheered, here comes our King.
(Jesus) Cosmo:	Please don’t think of me as King. I am a simple man on a donkey and one of you!
Otis(Isa):	Save us now our King!  (All walk off stage)
Michal(Mariella): 	But some people did not like what Jesus did and said. 
Gabriel:      They were jealous of how many people followed and worshipped him!

(Enter 4 high priests and stand on marked out positions.  Use masking tape for this)
(HP1) Alice :	He is getting too big for his boots!  He doesn’t believe in what we believe – people like him more than us and we are in charge!
 (HP2) Anabelle:	            He is very powerful!  People will start to believe him. He will change      everything and we will not be in power anymore!
(HP3)Leo:	He needs to die!  But we will have to do it carefully!  He has many followers.
(HP4) Stella:	We will make up some lies and accuse of things he didn’t do. And then crucify him!
(HP1)Alice:	I have a plan we will have to lie. (He whispers to the other priests)
(HP4) Stella:	The plan is made and it will work. Jesus shall die!

(The priests stand in freeze frame during the next bit of narration)
Maysa:	And so the men who hated Jesus plotted away
Olivia:           To get him killed and cast away
Nola:              Jesus did have followers aplenty
Mariella:              But God had spoken to Jesus so he knew his fate already 		
Vishnu:	That night they met Jesus’ friend, Judas Iscariot  
Olympia:                    And struck a deal in the dark of the night

(Enter Judas Iscariot (Isabella).  He stands on a marked out position by the high priests facing the audience)

(HP1) Alice:	Show us that man who is Jesus of Nazareth
We want to torture him till his very last breath

(HP2)Anabelle:	Name your price! We will make it worth your while!
How many pieces of silver will make you smile?

Daniel:	Judas looked worried, Jesus was his friend. Then he nodded silently. He knew that this was Jesus’ end.  (Judas nods quietly and shakes the hand of the High priest)

(Judas) Isabella:  The man you want is the man I will greet
Look for the one that I will kiss
That will be the man on your hit list! (he looks ashamed)

Duncan:	And so it was the very next day

Hasan:           during the last supper as they say

Isa:              Jesus and his disciples sat together

Iro:        They chatted and prayed with one another

(Jesus and disciples sit around a table and eat)

(Jesus) Cosmo: 	(As they are eating) Truly I tell you, one of you who is eating with me will betray me. It is alright I will forgive you! 

All the disciples:  Surely, it is not I, Lord.

(Jesus) Cosmo:	Remember that this bread that you eat is my body and the wine my blood.  Do this in remembrance of me.

(Jesus blesses the bread and hands it out to the disciples)

	(Jesus and disciples come onto centre stage as if going to the gardens of Gethsemane. Enter Roman guards (Zack, Elsie, Max, Amelina)

Emma:	They all walked to the gardens of Gethsemane

Timos:             And it was here that the Roman guards came

(Here Judas (Emma) enters from the opposite side of the guards and comes forward as if to kiss Jesus)

All Roman Guards:	You are arrested! (Scuffle amongst the disciples)

(HP3)Leo:	Take him away!  He is to be tried in court! (All the other disciples flee)

(HP4) Stella:	Bring on the judge!  Let him decide what his fate will be!

(Freeze frame Jesus held tightly by the guards during the next bit of narration)

Bradley:	They told lies and said he was a criminal with no proof

Ivy:           They dragged him away without any excuse

James:             They set up a corrupt court

Hazem:            With witnesses that they had bought

	(Enters (Grace T)Pilate with a judge wig on his hand and sits on the table.  Jesus stands in front still held in a freeze frame)

(Pilate) Dylan : (Bangs the hammer on the table and gives his sentence)
I am Pilate, Roman governor, so I’m the boss
                          Jesus is to be crucified on a wooden cross!
He is to be punished and tortured until he is dead! (Bangs his hammer)
	(Let the power point image be the visual for this scene.  Leave a space for 5 seconds to make the scene more dramatic)
James:         (Voice from back) Forgive them Lord for they know not what they have said.

Michal(Hasan):           God! God!  Why have you forsaken me?

(Guards drop Jesus after the reading is over and he falls to the 			ground. Judge and guards exit stage)
Otis(Bradely):          A rich man took Jesus’ body once he was dead and gone

Olympia:    He was convinced that Jesus was God’s son

Timos:     He scented the body and wrapped it in a sheet called a shroud

(Enter the rich man and drags Jesus off stage)

All:		There goes the King of the Jews! (Hahaha!)

Emma:	Jeered the crowd.

(Cast B begins)

Adi:	The man carried Jesus to his tomb on his shoulder

Edward:            He blocked the entrance with a large boulder	

Jack:	On Sunday Mary Magdalen, Jesus’ friend, visited Jesus’s tomb

Emilia:               A holy miracle was about to happen soon

	(Mary Magdalene and mother Mary comes on to the stage with flowers in hand)

(Mary Magdalane) Emi : (Gasps) What sight is this? I don’t understand why?
Jesus was surely on the cross and he did die!  

(Points a finger at where the boulder would have been and keeps her finger pointing until her dialogue has finished)  

The boulder has moved and his body is not there!
  
(Mother Mary) Ellery: My son, where is my son! I don’t understand! How could the boulder move? Is it a miracle? Oh lord!

(Mary’s kneels down and starts to cry.  Jesus creeps on them from behind)
		
(Jesus) Cosmo:	What is wrong Mary? Oh, my dear Mother. Do not Weep! I have been brought back to life!  Tell the disciples.  Go quick!  (Mary, Mother and Jesus exit stage)

Sam:	That day Jesus met with his disciples and then rose up into the heavens to sit at the right side of God, His father.  

Ruby/Emily:      This day is remembered on Easter Sunday!

Abdur R:	What a happy ending it is to this story!

Adam/Miran:	And it is this rising that we celebrate during Easter. 

Ariel:                 It is the time when Christians celebrate the death and coming to life again of Jesus Christ. 
All:                     Sing - Celebrate
Younis:	But what about the Holy week?  What is that?
	(6 children come onto the stage)
Inaaya:	Well Easter and the holy week is all about remembering the events that we have just seen! 

Helena:            Can you remember the things that we saw?

Aliyah:	So, all the events in the last days of Jesus’s life?

Honey:	Yes. Starting from Palm Sunday and ending on Easter Monday.

Sofia-Rose:	The very first day of the holy week is remembering when Jesus came to Jerusalem on a donkey.

Adi/Ayana:	 Palm Sunday!

Hattie:        On Palm Sunday Christians remember Jesus coming into Jerusalem on a        
                     donkey and when the people laid out palm leaves.

(The children stand up with their green branches)

Sebastian:      In many places, Christians carry palm branches and join the Palm   
                         Sunday procession in which a statue of Jesus is carried. 

Tristan:           In parts of Africa, people carry decorated crosses through the streets. 

(Palm branch holders sit down)

Cameron:  	The last supper, which was Jesus’ last meal when he blessed the bread and wine, was another big event!

(Disciples stand up. Jesus passing holding the bread and wine handing it out. Disciples sit when they recieve bread)

Disciples: Thank you Jesus! You have led us down the right path!

All: 	Maundy Thursday!

Mia:	On Maundy Thursday Christians remember the Last Supper.  

Adi:                    Remember when Jesus shared the bread and wine with his disciples.  

Edward:            In Churches all of the world, bread and wine is shared and people remember the last supper.

(Jesus stands but the rest sit down)

Jack:	On the night of Maundy Thursday the Romans guards arrested Jesus when he was betrayed by Judas.

		(The Roman guards stand up and take Jesus in their clasp)

Roman Guards: You will suffer for your wrong doings!

All:		Good Friday:

		
Emilia:	Good Friday is the day that Jesus died on the cross.  

Sam:               Good Friday is a solemn day and the inside of churches everywhere are covered in black cloth. 

(Jesus and the guards sit down)

Ruby:	Good Friday service is all about the things Jesus said before he died on the cross. 

Ariel:                This mood lasts until Saturday night and Christians spend time thinking about what Jesus means to them.  
  
Inaaya:	But the Sunday after Jesus’ death Mary Magdalene found Jesus and he had risen from being dead. 

Abdur R:         This day is remembered on Easter Sunday.

		(Children exit stage)

Adam:	Church bells ring to announce that Jesus has come back to life. 
Younis:      	Churches are filled with flowers. 
Helena:       	People may go to mass on Easter Sunday 
Aliyah:       	Some people light candles to celebrate. 

Honey:     	In some countries there are festivals on the streets. 
Sofia Rose:     	Everyone is glad that Jesus has risen again.
Hattie/Emily:	Many children are given chocolate eggs for Easter.
Sebastian:       This is a symbol of Easter because a chick, a new life, comes out of an egg when it hatches.  
Tristan:     	And in the past eggs were used to celebrate spring.
All:                 Sing – Spring Chicken
Mia/Ayana:	Christians celebrate Easter all over the world! 
Cameron:       And they celebrate it differently but they are happy about the same thing!
Hattie:	Cypriots eat a special Easter cheese cake!
All:	Mmmmm!
Honey/Miran:	Italians tuck into a cake shaped like a dove called Columba!
All:	Yum!
Younis:	And in England hot cross buns are enjoyed at Easter!
All:	Delicious!
Ariel:	In Mexico, people take to the streets to eat and drink! 
Sam:	In France, children look out for flying church bells.
Jack:          	And look for eggs in their gardens that their parents have hidden!
Sing – Lord of the dance
(Children replicate the Easter procession around the perimeter of the stage)
All Narrators:        Thank you for listening to our assembly!  We hope you enjoyed it!
All: Happy Easter everyone. 
 

Lord of the dance
Dance, dance, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he
I danced in the morning
When the world was begun,
And I danced in the moon
And the stars and the sun,
And I came down from heaven
And I danced on the earth,
At Bethlehem
I had my birth.
Dance, dance, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he
I danced for the scribe
And the pharisee,
But they would not dance
And they wouldn't follow me.
I danced for the fishermen,
For James and John
They came with me
And the Dance went on.
Dance, dance, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he
I danced on the Sabbath
And I cured the lame;
The holy people
Said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped
And they hung me on high,
And they left me there
On a Cross to die.
Dance, dance, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he
I danced on a Friday
When the sky turned black
It's hard to dance
With the devil on your back.
They buried my body
And they thought I'd gone,
But I am the Dance,
And I still go on.
Dance, dance, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he
They cut me down
And I leapt up high;
I am the life
That'll never, never die;
I'll live in you
If you'll live in me -
I am the Lord
Of the Dance, said he.

Dance, dance, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he
Dance, dance, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he
Dance, dance, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be…….
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he
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Lord of the dance – Patrick Feeney 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qL-cjGsLqP0

Spring chicken
One mother hen sat on 4 little eggs, Keeping them warm in her little egg nest, Then one day she heard a crack And a little voice said, as the egg was hatched;

I’m a spring chicken! I’m yellow and small. My feathers are fluffy and they’re keeping me warm. My legs are not long, so I’ll never be tall,
But I’m a real spring chicken and I’m having a ball! 
Chicken I’m a chicken, I’m a having a ball!

One mother hen sat on 3 little eggs, Keeping them warm in her little egg nest. Then one day she fell asleep And a little voice said in a whispered tweet:
I’m a spring chicken! I’m yellow and
small. My feathers are fluffy and they’re keeping me warm. My legs are not long, so I’ll never be tall,
But I’m a real spring chicken and I’m having a ball! 
Chicken I’m a chicken, I’m a having a ball!

One mother hen sat on 2 little eggs, Keeping them warm in her little egg nest. Then one day she moved about And a little voice said, as a chick popped out:

I’m a spring chicken! I’m yellow and
small. My feathers are fluffy and they’re keeping me warm. My legs are not long, so I’ll never be tall,
But I’m a real spring chicken and I’m having a ball! 
Chicken I’m a chicken, I’m a having a ball!

One mother hen sat on 1 little egg, Keeping it warm in her little egg nest. Then one day she gave a sigh And a little voice said 
SURPRISE! SURPRISE!!

I’m a spring chicken! I’m yellow and
small. My feathers are fluffy and they’re keeping me warm. My legs are not long, so I’ll never be tall,
But I’m a real spring chicken and I’m having a ball! 
I’m a spring chicken! I’m yellow and
small. My feathers are fluffy and they’re keeping me warm. My legs are not long, so I’ll never be tall,
But I’m a real spring chicken and I’m having a ball!
Chicken I’m a chicken, I’m a having a ball!
Youtube - Spring Chicken Song (One Mother Hen) [with lyrics for congregations]

https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=FN-Qbn_fdu0





















Sing out an Easter song
Sing out an easter song,
tell everyone that the Lord has risen,
sing out a joyful song,
tell everybody that he’s alive!

Jesus Christ, Son of God,
gave his life upon a cross,
but the power of death was not
enough to hold him down.

Sing out an easter song,
tell everyone that the Lord has risen,
sing out a joyful song,
tell everybody that he’s alive!

Taken down from public view,
he was placed inside a tomb,
but the power of love broke through
and raised him back to life.

Sing out an easter song,
tell everyone that the Lord has risen,
sing out a joyful song,
tell everybody that he’s alive!

He returned to see his friends,
showed himself alive again.
What a day it must have been
to have him back again!

Sing out an easter song,
tell everyone that the Lord has risen,
sing out a joyful song,
tell everybody that he’s alive!

Sing out an easter song,
tell everyone that the Lord has risen,
sing out a joyful song,
tell everybody that he’s…… alive!



Youtube - Sing Out An Easter Song with Lyrics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwWZqkhQBP0
Celebrate

Sing a song, 
Sing a joyful song, 
Sing a joyful song to celebrate
Sing a song, 
Sing a joyful song, 
Sing a joyful song to celebrate

Jesus is alive you know, 
He’s risen from the dead
He was crucified but now
He’s risen like they said.
Clap your hands, 
Clap your hands like this, 
Clap your hand like this to celebrate, Clap your hands, 
Clap your hands like this, 
Clap your hand like this to celebrate


Jesus is alive you know, 
He’s risen from the dead
He was crucified but now
He’s risen like the said.

Jump up and down, 
Up and down and around, 
Up and down and around to celebrate
Jump up and down, 
Up and down and around, 
Up and down and around to celebrate


Jesus is alive you know, 
He’s risen from the dead
He was crucified but now
He’s risen like the said.

Dance to the beat, 
To the beat of the drum
To the beat of the drum to celebrate
Dance to the beat, 
To the beat of the drum
To the beat of the drum to celebrate

Jesus is alive you know, 
He’s risen from the dead
He was crucified but now
He’s risen like the said.
Wave your hands, 
Wave your hands in the air,
Wave your hands in the air to celebrate
Wave your hands, 
Wave your hands in the air,
Wave your hands in the air to celebrate

Jesus is alive you know, 
He’s risen from the dead
He was crucified but now
He’s risen like the said.
Sing a song, 
Sing a joyful song, 
Sing a joyful song to celebrate
Sing a song, 
Sing a joyful song, 
Sing a joyful song to celebrate

Youtube - Celebrate Easter Assembly Song from Songs for EVERY Easter by Out of the Ark Music
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=ovUPYvJ22PY (Just repeat when the song finishes)
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