
Why was Baghdad an important city during the  
Ancient Islamic Civilisation?  

Key vocabulary: 

trade   Damascus 

art   Ka’ba 

Mecca  Istanbul 

Allah   Ramadan 

Silk Road  Eid 

Mount Hira Hajj 

Hijra   Hadith 

Baghdad  revelation 

Empire  prophet 

architecture Medina 

conquest  caliph 

Quran   

 

Must—know knowledge: 

Compare and contrast a non-European society with 

British history existing around the same time.    

Early history of Islamic civilisation, including     

Baghdad, from 900 CE.  

The effects of religion on culture and architecture.  

The development and maintenance of global trade 

networks (i.e. The Silk Road) and the history of    

intellectual and philosophical thought in both areas. 

 

Caliph Al-Mansur 

(714-775CE): 

Founded the “Round 

City” which became 

the imperial core of 

Baghdad and ruled 

from 745-775CE. 

 

 

 

Skills:  

Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.  

Question why things have happened and give thoughtful explanations with historical information.  

Understand how social, religious and ethnic diversity has occurred in the world. Understand 

cause and consequence.  

Gain historical perspective by placing knowledge into different contexts. 


