
In what ways can art and design express belief? 

Must-know knowledge:  

• Art helps to express beliefs. 

• Religious beliefs favour some form of 
art over others e.g figurative or abstract.  

• The elements of artistic expression are 
used to provoke an emotion. 

• The arts are used as a source of inspi-
ration but also to explain ideas. 

 

Skills covered: Identify the way in which a variety of forms of art and design has, and continues to, 

play a role in the worlds religious tradition. Explain why the Islamic principle of Shirk and the Jewish idea 

of idolatry prevent figurative art from being displayed in mosques and synagogues. Speak about the sym-

bolic importance of elements of artistic expression (e.g colour, light, shadow, mood, tone, order, harmony 

and balance). Explain why many people find the arts to be a source of inspiration, joy and meaning.  

Key vocabulary: 

design: the way something is planned and created. 

figurative art: art that shows real people, animals or objects. 

abstract art: art that uses shapes, colours and patterns in-
stead of pictures of people. 

idolatry: when people worship objects or images instead of 
God. 

meaning: what something is trying to show or explain. 




